
ing things were considera-bly different than they are, ignore the lessons of the past, and miss the opportu-nities of the present.  
There is a phrase, attribut-ed to St Augustine, but  probably from St Francis de Sales: “Trust the past to the mercy of God, the pre-sent to his love, and the future to his Providence.” This is the best attitude we can adopt as we begin a new year: to live always in the love of God. 
On behalf of Fr Paul and myself, I would like to thank all parishioners for their kind cards and gifts over the festive season. I would also like to thank everyone for the generous Christmas offering. God bless you for your contin-ued support and generosi-ty. 

I wonder how many of you have made New Year’s resolutions this year? I haven’t myself, but I have in the past, and have kept to some of them. The New Year is a good time to make good resolutions. The month of January is named after the pagan Ro-man god Janus, the god of transitions and beginnings. He was depicted in Roman art as man with two faces, one pointing backwards, and one pointing forwards. In a sense, that’s what we’re doing at the begin-ning of the New Year: looking backwards, and looking forwards. 
On a world scale, we can see this past year was a year of many atrocities and disasters. But we should also realise that each year there are many untold new 

stories in which people show generosity and kind-ness and goodness is al-lowed to advance—they just don’t often reach the headlines. Our own lives are a mixture of good and bad things. As we look back over a year, we can maybe see highs and lows. 
The message of our faith is that we can always make a new beginning under God’s mercy and grace. Particularly in this Year of Mercy, we have the oppor-tunity to consign the bad things of the past, whatev-er they may be, into the merciful Heart of the Lord.  
Those who live in the past, end out being resentful of the present and neglectful of the past. Equally those who live looking to a dis-tance future which may never arrive, always wish-

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINTS OF MERCY 
St Albert Chmielowski 1845-1916 This year marks the cen-tenary of the death of St Albert, who is a saint who exemplified, in his life, the corporal works of mercy. Coming from a wealthy background rich in politics and the arts. After an up-rising, in which he lost a leg, he was exiled to Bel-gium where he started to study engineering. On his 

return to Poland, he be-came known as an artist, but also began to spend time serving the homeless. After a few years, he left his artistic way of life, to devote himself entirely to the poor. He founded a congregation of religious men to serve the homeless poor. His belief was that the greatest calamity of the modern age is the distance between poor and wealthy. 
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 Biddulph 

Goldenhill 

Kidsgrove 

Packmoor 

The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am; Monday 9.45am 
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am, Monday 7.00pm 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm 
Packmoor Sunday 6pm  

Saturday 2nd   6.30pm  Holy Mass of the Vigil Maureen Giannasi 
Sunday 3rd 9.00am    Holy Mass Mariangela Greppelini  
EPIPHANY OF THE  11.00am   Holy Mass Baby Michael Maughan 
LORD    6.30pm Holy Mass Bill & Mary Whitehouse 
Monday 4th  9.15am    Holy Mass Bridget Drew & family 
Feria of Christmas 9.45am    Eucharistic Adoration  
  6.00pm   Novena Mass Stephen Holmes 
Tuesday 5th 8.30am    Eucharistic Adoration  
St Charles of Mount  9.15am    Holy Mass Jean Sutch 
Argus   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Maureen Green 
Wednesday 6th  12noon   Holy Mass  Marc Bush 
Feria of Christmas       
Thursday 7th 6.00pm    Holy Mass or Word &  
St Raymond of      Communion  
Penyafort       
Friday 8th    6.00pm Holy Mass or Word &  
Feria of Christmas     Communion  
Saturday 9th 10.30am    Holy Mass or Word & Communion  

Feria of Christmas   6.30pm  Holy Mass of the Feast Bridget Culhane 
Sunday 10th 9.00am    Holy Mass Frederick & Margaret Painter 
Feast of the Baptism  11.00am   Holy Mass Letitia & Samuel Hill, Claire Moran 
of the Lord    6.30pm Holy Mass Andrew Moruzzi 

    2.30pm Holy Rosary  

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
Fr Julian will next be available to see parishioners for any need, such as baptism or wedding enquiries on Monday evening, 7pm to 8pm at St Joseph’s Presbytery, Goldenhill. There is no need to make an ap-pointment. Please just turn up!  

Pope’s Prayer Intentions for Decem-ber 
That sincere dialogue between mean and women of different faiths may produce the fruits of justice and peace. 
That by means of dialogue and fraternal charity, and with the grace of the Holy Spirit, Christians may overcome divisions. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are lit for the following intentions: 
St John’s: Maureen Giannasi 
St Joseph’s: Claire Taylor Moran 
If you wish to dedicate the sanctuary lamp or another lamp for an intention, the minimum donation is £5. Please see Tony Giannasi (Kidsgrove) or Fr Julian. 
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PASTORAL 
First Holy Communion Children and parents for First Holy Commun-ion, who made their promises at the Presentation Mass on Christ the King are expected to attend six evening preparation sessions from January to June. The children will go with the teachers/catechists for a teaching on the Eucharist, while parents will be with Fr Julian, following the Anchor series. The first meetings are on Wednesday 13th January at St Jo-seph’s Academy at 6.30pm and on Thursday 21st January at Our Lady of Grace Academy at 6.30pm. Parents may attend either session. 
Altar Servers’ Mass There will be a Mass of Thanksgiving for all Altar Servers at St Chad’s Cathedral in Birmingham on Saturday 13th Febru-ary at 10am. All Altar Servers should try to attend if possible. Fr Julian will be organising transport, and needs to know numbers by Sunday 17th Janu-ary.  
English Martyrs’ Consecration Dates for the next working group meeting are as follows: Weds 20th Jan 6.30pm Fabric and Building Working Group Weds 20th Jan 7.30pm Celebration Working Group All meetings will be in the meeting room at English Martyrs’ Church. 
Children’s Liturgy In all the churches where it takes place, the children’s liturgy resumes next week. 
Feast of St John Thanks to every-one who brought refreshments and especially those who helped setting up our little celebration. 
New SVP Group Please fill in and return paperwork to Mary Lomas or Peter Whitehouse as soon as possible, then a training day will be arranged for the New Year. 
Cribs and Decorations All the cribs and decorations will be re-moved from the churches after Sun-day Masses next week. Please be pre-pared to help with the clearing away. Thanks! 

YOUNG PEOPLE 

Friendship Club The next Friend-ship Club will meet on Wednesday 27th January, 2pm to 3.30pm at Kidsgrove Town Hall. As well as the normal activities there will be an exercise session. If transport is re-quired please contact Matt Ford 07587034299.  
Biddulph Foodbank Many thanks to all of you who have continued to support the Foodbank through the year. In 2015 we collected 500 kg of food, and bought a great supply of cleaning materials and toiletries. The Foodbank fed 776 people in need during the year. Thanks for your gen-erosity. Please continue to support us as your help is vital. 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH YEAR OF MERCY 
The Year of Mercy is an extraordinary Year of Jubilee, in which we celebrate God’s gift of merciful love, with a call to come back to faithfulness to God, and to receive his mercy anew.  

Evening of Mercy The first Even-ing of Mercy will be taking place at St Joseph’s Goldenhill on Tuesday 12th January at 7pm. The call is for all parishioners from our partnership to come together to celebrate God’s gift of mercy, particularly in the Sacra-ment of Forgiveness. It will be an evening of real spiritual renewal. It will be great to see a lead for our deanery set by our parishes in sup-porting this evening. A leaflet detail-ing the dates and locations of the later Evenings is available at the back of Church.  
Adopt a Saint Today you are invit-ed to take the name of a saint, partic-ularly chosen as a reflection of God’s mercy, to adopt as your patron saint for the Year of Mercy. Some of the saints are well known, others are probably hardly known at all. Each one either had an experience of God’s mercy through repentance, or was a minister of God’s mercy, either spiritually or corporally. Some were great confessors of sins, others prayed for or sought to influence sinners to repent, others showed the mercy of God practically in service of the poor. In order to befriend the saint, you need to find out more about your saint. The internet is of-ten a great place to find information. If you are not so acquainted with the internet, why not ask a younger fami-ly member to help you look? Finding out more about your saint, you can identify what aspect of God’s mercy they demonstrate, and ask God that you will grow in his mercy during this Year. Remember to ask your saint to pray for you each day! 
Diocesan Directories The annual Directory is on sale priced £3. 

Young Men’s Weekend Young men from 16 to 25 are invited to this weekend of “brotherhood, disciple-ship, and adventure” at Soli House in Alton from 26th to 28th February. Talks are being given by Jimmy Mitchell, a lay evangelist and musi-cian from the USA. The cost is £50, but it’s pay what you can—the parish youth fund will cover the rest of the cost. See Fr Julian for details and to arrange. 
World Youth Day We are inviting young people to come to the World Youth Day week in Krakow, Poland in July. It is a gathering of over a mil-lion young Catholics together with Pope Francis in the heart of Poland. We leave on 24th July and return 2nd August, and includes coach travel to Poland, accommodation in dormi-tory style rooms, breakfast and din-ner each day, the full programme of WYD together with all the passes for travel and admission, a day trip to Auschwitz. The full cost is £599, though with fundraising we hope to significantly reduce this, hopefully to around £200. Fr Julian needs a defi-nite commitment by next Sunday, plus £100 as a not returnable deposit. Pilgrims must be 16+ at date of trav-el.  



Entrance Antiphon: Behold, the Lord, the Mighty One, has come; and kingship is in his grasp, and power and dominion. 
Response to the Psalm: All nations shall fall prostrate before you, O Lord. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] We saw his star as it rose and have come to do the Lord homage. [Alleluia.] 
Nicene Creed  
Preface of Epiphany Eucharistic Prayer I 
Acclamation:  We proclaim... 
Communion Antiphon: (Saturday) The brightness of God illu-mined the holy city Jerusalem, and the nations will walk by its light. (Sunday) We have seen his star in the East, and have come with gifts to adore the Lord. 

THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

Year of Mercy Pilgrimage to Spain & Fatima  
22nd to 30th October 2016 

Next year’s parish pilgrimage for the Year of Mercy is an 8 night pilgrim-age to include visits to: Ávila, the town of St Teresa, Segovia the shrine of St John of the Cross, and historical Roman city; Toledo, the primatial Cathedral of Spain; Santiago de Compostela, the international pil-grimage site, the shrine of St James the Apostle; Fatima, Shrine of Our Lady, since the apparitions in 1916.  
Air travel, 3 main centres, half board (full in Fatima) hotels. The cost will be £629 based on sharing (single rooms available with £175 supple-ment). Booking forms are available, which should be returned together with a deposit of £150 per person, payable by cheque, cash or by card (details to be put on booking form). 
The pilgrimage is being organised through Joe Walsh Tours of Dublin and Manchester. It is open to parish-ioners and non-parishioners. 

Epiphany  CTS Sunday Missal page 119 (Sat) or 123(Sun)     

FUNDRAISING  
Collections 
Last week’s Collections will be published on next Sunday’s bulletin. 
Second Collection Next Sunday there will be an Appeal and Collec-tion for the White Flower Appeal (Society for the Protection of Unborn Children).  
APF Red Boxes Thanks from the APF to all our box holders in Gold-enhill. Over the year you raised £1130.47 for the Missions. Thanks go to Vincent Mannion for running the APF at St Joseph’s, and who is now retiring as parish organiser. We need a volunteer to take this on. If you are willing to organise the Mission boxes in Goldenhill, please see Fr Julian. 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Matthew 2:1-12 

An "epiphany" is an appearance. In today's readings, with their 
rising stars, splendorous lights and mysteries revealed, the face 
of the child born on Christmas day appears. The Magi's pilgrim-
age in today's Gospel marks the fulfilment of God's promises. 
The Magi, probably Persian astrologers, are following the star 
that prophets predicted would rise along with the ruler's staff 
over the house of Jacob. Laden with gold and spices, their jour-
ney evokes those made to Solomon by the Queen of Sheba and 
the "kings of the earth". One greater than Solomon is here 
(see Luke 11:31). He has come to reveal that all peoples are "co
-heirs" of the royal family of Israel.�His manifestation forces us to 
choose: Will we follow the signs that lead to Him like the Magi?  

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 Club This week’s draw: 1st Prize   £20, No.180 Christine Taylor; 2nd Prize £10, No.16 Stephen Holmes (RIP); 3rd Prize £5 No.118 Maureen Meaney. Just a reminder that the next monthly subscription is now due. There are still numbers availa-ble!  

Once again this year, our Christmas Crib appeal is for Mary’s Meals. Do you have it in your heart to invite one more for Christmas this year? The average cost of a Christmas dinner in the UK is just under £20 per person. For £12.20, you can feed a child at our partner school, Toleza school in Malawi, for a whole year. What a great way to start the New Year knowing you have already fed a child in a place of education for the coming year. And why stop at just one child? The collection baskets for donations to our appeal will be at the crib at each of our churches until Sunday 10th January. 

pope francis’ year of mercy prayer 
Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us to be merciful like the heavenly Father, and have 
told us that whoever sees you sees Him. Show us your face and we will be saved. Your 
loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew from being enslaved by money; the adulteress 
and Magdalene from seeking happiness only in created things; made Peter weep after his 
betrayal, and assured Paradise to the repentant thief. Let us hear, as if addressed to each 
one of us, the words that you spoke to the Samaritan woman: “If you knew the gift of 
God!” You are the visible face of the invisible Father, of the God who manifests his pow-
er above all by forgiveness and mercy: let the Church be your visible face in the world, 
its Lord risen and glorified. You willed that your ministers would also be clothed in 
weakness in order that they may feel compassion for those in ignorance and error: let 
everyone who approaches them feel sought after, loved, and forgiven by God. Send your 
Spirit and consecrate every one of us with its anointing, so that the Jubilee of Mercy may 
be a year of grace from the Lord, and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, may 
bring good news to the poor, proclaim liberty to captives and the oppressed, and restore 
sight to the blind. We ask this through the intercession of Mary, Mother of Mercy, you 
who live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. Amen 


